
Town of Scituate, 
Rhode Island

Community Comprehensive 
Plan Update

Background

In the tradition of rural communities, the Town provides limited public

services and does not provide many that are taken for granted in more

urban areas. An important component of the “rural character” enjoyed in

Scituate comes from small town traditions like supporting volunteer fire

districts, appreciating the night sky without the interruption of streetlights,

and recognizing members of the community in the grocery store or at the

park. The Town must cope with an ever-increased burden to maintain the

services it does provide in the face of increasing school budgets, funding

cuts from the state level, and other factors associated with a challenging

economic climate.

Policies

1. Support the School Department and School Committee in their efforts to provide

students access to a high-quality educational environment and experience.

2. Ensure that public safety services and facilities are well maintained and

adequately staffed throughout the Town.

3. Provide Town departments with adequate staff and resources to provide a

sufficient level of service to the community.

4. Maintain and enhance the services provided by the Public Works Department

related to Town infrastructure and programs.

5. Promote recycling in municipal buildings and by all residents by providing up-to-

date information in Town Hall and on the Town’s website to reach State mandated

recycling and diversion rates.

How to Get Involved!

Check out the Town Website! Scan the QR Code →
Attend Plan Commission Meetings every 3rd
Tuesday of the Month
Email Questions to Ashley Sweet @
sweet.ashley@wseinc.com

Goals

Provide the necessary infrastructure and tools to maintain and enhance a 
strong educational program.

Provide a well-planned and economically responsible network of 
community facilities and services for Scituate’s current residents and 
expected future population needs.

Actions

Continue to modernize 
and upgrade Town schools 
and school related 
facilities to meet or 
exceed State educational 
standards.

Support the Town’s four fire 
departments and 
encourage the continuation 
of the present volunteer 
nature of the departments. 
Work with the individual 
departments to determine 
and implement future 
needs related to stations 
and equipment.

Modernize and expand 
municipal facilities 
deemed necessary. 
Consider conducting a 
study of existing library 
buildings and services to 
determine if upgrades are 
needed.

Assess and study areas of 
Town known to have drinking 
water contamination issues 
and determine potential 
solutions. Potential solutions 
could be related to 
addressing water service 
expansions, providing sewer 
service, establishing package 
treatment, or OWTS 
contamination issues.

Services & Facilities

Investigate additional 
possibilities for reducing 
municipal costs through 
regional cooperative 
efforts to pool services 
as has been 
accomplished between 
the Town and School 
Department previously 
with energy upgrades.

Continue to fulfill the 
requirements of the Rhode 
Island Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System Storm 
Water Discharge from Small 
Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer Systems and from 
Industrial Activity at Eligible 
Facilities Operated by 
Regulated Small MS4s.

Continue to support public 
safety efforts and officials 
with adequate staffing, 
equipment, and 
infrastructure.

Consider renovating 
making the necessary 
upgrades to the existing 
Town Hall to provide 
additional office space on 
the second floor.

Figure 1. Scituate 
Police Station (Sugrue 
& Associates, Inc.)

http://www.scituateri.org/departments/building_o
fficial/town_of_scituate_comprehensive_plan.php

Educate the public about 
the recycling by providing 
information on the Town’s 
website and in Town Hall, 
and work with the School 
District to provide 
education on recycling to 
children in an attempt to
increase the Town’s 
recycling rates..

Declaimer: policies, goals, and actions are in draft form and subject to further review and approval by the Town of Scituate

Explore the possibility of 
establishing a wastewater 
management district, 
specifically related to the 
analysis of locations in Town 
with known well 
contamination issues.

Continue to prepare and 
implement a capital budget 
for equipment and 
maintenance expenses.

.

Continue to support services 
and programs at the 
Chopmist Hill Senior Center 
and evaluate future needs as 
programs and services evolve 
and population dynamics 
change.


